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***** Only in the darkest of pits do lights shine their very brightest. A desolate city sits before you, the buildings dark and empty, their soulless eyes,
shattered windows, glaring at you, begging you to stay away, lest you face and suffer the same fate that they have. Your breath forms ephemeral
dancers before you and you wrap your arms closer around you to fight off the sudden chill that has set in your bones. Are you merely cold, or are
those shivers the first traces of fear? A grey sky hangs overhead, low, heavy clouds blocking all traces of pure sunlight from reaching the surfaces of
Earth. Dirt and dust fills the air. Breathing deeply, you can feel it coating your tongue, drying out your mouth, the grit sticking between your teeth
and caking your lungs. The road on which you stand is cracked and only the hardiest of weeds protrude from the street and sidewalk. A thin layer of
frost lies upon the ground, crackling with each and every step you take, giving away your position. Mortar crumbles from the corners of buildings,
and puddles of dirty, oily water sit in the slopes of the curbs, it has nowhere to go; the sewers long since choked with dirt and rubble and bullet
shells. A sip of this water could bring long, painful death, yet here and there, rats still brave it, weak and starved, desperate only for a bit of
hydration as nourishment is almost too much to ask for. They could nibble the weeds that grow, but they are tough and hard on the digestive
system. With nothing else to eat, they would soon gather a...
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