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Treaty of Paris, in 1783, formally ended the American Revolutionary War, but it was the pivotal campaigns and battles of 1781 that decided the final
outcome. 1781 was one of those rare years in American history when the future of the nation hung by a thread, and only the fortitude,
determination, and sacrifice of its leaders and citizenry ensured its survival. By 1781, America had been at war with the world s strongest empire for
six years with no end in sight. British troops occupied key coastal cities, from New York to Savannah, and the Royal Navy prowled the waters off the
American coast. The remaining Patriot forces hunkered down in the hinterland, making battle only at opportunities when British columns ventured
near. But after several harsh winters, and the failure of the nascent government to adequately supply the troops, the American army was fast
approaching the breaking point. The number of Continental soldiers had shrunk to less than 10,000, and the three-year enlistments of many of those
remaining were about to expire. Mutinies began to emerge in George Washington s ranks, and it was only the arrival of French troops that provided
a ray of hope for the American cause. In a shift of strategy given the stalemate between New York and Philadelphia, the British began to prioritize
the south. After shattering the American army under Horatio Gates at Camden, South Carolina, the British army, under Lord Cornwallis, appeared
unstoppable, and was poised to regain the Carolinas, Georgia, and Virginia for the Crown. However, when General Nathaniel Greene arrived to take
command of Patriot forces in the south, he was able to gradually turn the tables. By...
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