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***** Literature on the impact of incarceration rates of certain structural variables (age composition, unemployment rates, and regional location),
crime variables (crime reports and arrests for violent and property crime), and legal variables (sentencing policies, use of alternatives to
incarceration, and increases in prison capacity) is examined. Annual data collected on the 50 States from 1970 to 1979 are analyzed, and the
variables considered in the analysis are discussed, including State incarceration rates, annual unemployment rates, and reported crime rates. The
statistical technique of multiple regression is explained, and results of regression analysis are discussed. The growth in the imprisonment rate in the
1970 s is found to be strongly associated with changes in demographic, structural, and legal characteristics. The level of crime and arrests (by type),
percentage of the population aged 18 to 29, unemployment, sentencing practices, prison capacity changes, and parole use are shown to be
significantly associated with imprisonment rates. These variables accounted for 34 to 58 percent of the variance in imprisonment rates. These
results suggest that the growth in imprisonment rates partially reflects changes in the characteristics of crime, society, and criminal justice theory.
Nine tables, 16 references, 5 notes, and an appendix of data sources are included.
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