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Following the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, the Coast Guard has been charged with expanded security-related missions. Constrained
budgets in recent years have underscored the importance of ensuring that the Coast Guard has the proper mix of assets and that it can effectively
allocate these assets to achieve its missions. In recent years, the Coast Guard has begun to deploy new assets, and has taken actions to assess what
assets it needs to carry out its missions and how to best allocate its current assets. However, the Coast Guard continues to face decisions about what
assets it needs and how to best allocate these assets to meet its mission responsibilities. This statement addresses the Coast Guard s (1) mission
needs, and (2) process for allocating asset resource hours across missions and units. This testimony is based on GAO s May 2016 report on the Coast
Guard s allocation of assets, and GAO s body of work over the past 6 years on Coast Guard major acquisitions, as well as selected updates obtained
in May 2016. For the selected updates, GAO reviewed Coast Guard documentation and analyzed fiscal year 2015 data on Coast Guard asset resource
hour utilization, which GAO found to be sufficiently reliable for the purposes of this testimony statement.
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