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*****.Excerpt from The Book of Ezra: Theologically and Homiletically Expounded Now the more Israel was referred to their religion and religious
customs, the more weight would they be likely to give to those things which still seemed to give their religion its greatest stability; the more decidedly
they found their calling in being a holy people, the more might it seem that they were commanded to clothe with religious consecration those things
which were externally as well as those which were ethically holy, e. g. the sanctuary, especially the temple and the institutions of worship, the ancient
writings also which guided to the religion, the people which had its existence through the religion and the law over against the heathen world; yea,
the city itself, in which alone they were able to preserve all these holy things. Yes, they were in great danger of regarding reverence and care for thee
sacred things as the highest and most important of all things, and thus of externalizing religion in a worse way than before the exile, when it was
through the undue estimation of other things. In short both tendencies were possible. The times following the exile might just as well prepare the
way for the new, real and internal organization of the kingdom of God, commencing with Christ and the apostles, as be the beginning of that
entirely opposite extreme of Pharisaism through the cultivation of externals and of antichristian Judaism. And both possibilities have been realized.
It is the great significance of the books of Ezra and Nehemiah that they historically describe that eHort, yea, likewise power and might of Israel in
rising up again and maintaining...
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