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acknowledging and preserving clear distinctions of race and sex) and enhancing their own authority (with correct medical diagnoses and effective
treatment), doctors sought to understand bodies that did not necessarily fit into neat dichotomies or agree with suggested treatments. Focusing on
Southern states from Virginia to Alabama, Weiner examines medical and lay perspectives on the body through a range of sources, including
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struggled with contradictions as medicine became a key arena for debate over the meanings of male and female, sick and well, black and white,
North and South.
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