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Xlibris US, 2018. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. The sixteenth century was rife with
turmoil throughout Europe. The Topkapi Palace in Istanbul (Konstantiniyye), the seat of the Ottoman Empire, was not immune to the strife and
chaos. The imperial court of Suleyman the Magnificent was a focal point for recondite, multilayered mysteries, and a breeding ground for plots
Topkapi officials who may be conflicit. Suleyman summons Conte Vincenzo Lupo de Venezia (Il Lupo the Wolf) to assist in the resolution of the
proliferating intrigues and thwart assassination attempts against the sultan and his favored harem concubine, Roxelana. Il Lupo is renowned as a
master swordsman and for his remarkable investigation skills and acumen, having foiled recent plots against the French king, Francis |, and Albert,
Duke of Prussia. Il Lupo established a martial arts academy in Venice where the finest fighters from around the world seek his expert tutelage,
including his seventeen-year-old daughter, Francesca. Having lost his wife during childbirth, Il Lupo has raised Francesca as a single father. A
master of the martial arts and disguise, Francesca travels with her father disguised as a boy. Arriving in Istanbul, they are escorted by Kemal,
Suleymans personal bodyguard and captain of the palace guard, the Elite Beyliks. Born a Palestine Jew, Kemal was torn from his home at age
eleven, enslaved by the Ottomans, and educated in the palace school as a janissary. He rose to his esteemed status at the age of twenty-six. His
public persona of a handsome and fearsome warrior is juxtaposed against that of a brilliant, sensitive poet with deeply suppressed longings for his
homeland. A romance between Francesca and Kemal blossoms as they join forces with Il Lupo and Aziz, Roxelanas formidable and favored black
eunuch, to...
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