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**xxx Excerpt from State of the Union: Speech of Hon. Jas, Harlan, of lowa, in the Senate, January 11, 1861 There is but one alternative with a law-
abiding people: the fundamental law must be obeyed, or lawfully changed; and no one, anywhere, has proposed so to change the Constitution as to
erase this provision. Its terms are not ambiguous; it provides that - No person held to service or labor ii one Slate, under the laws thereof, escaping
into another, shall, in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of
the partly to whom such service or labor may be due. The Republican national convention did not propose any amendment to this part of the
Constitution; no Republican member of either branch of Congress has ever proposed its abrogation; no Republican governor, or State Legislature,
or State convention, has ever demanded it. The asservation that the Republicans are opposed to this provision of the Constitution is a sheer
fabrication, asserted in the first instance for political purposes, and now adhered to for the sake of consistency. It being admitted that the
Constitution must be sustained, the corollary follows, that all laws made in pursuance of its provisions should be obeyed. In 1793, Congress enacted
a law to carry into effect this provision of the Constitution, which required the co-operation of the several States. This remained the law of the land
until the latter provisions were declared void by the Supreme Court of the United States in the celebrated Prigg case. This adjudication resulted in
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