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0.lin.Congress passed comprehensive food safety legislation in December 2010 (FDA Food Safety Modernization Act FSMA, P. L. 111-353),
representing the largest expansion and overhaul of U. S. food safety authorities since the 1930s. FSMA greatly expanded food safety oversight
authority at the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), within the U. S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), but did not alter oversight
authorities within other federal agencies responsible for food safety, such as the U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). Given challenges facing
FDA in implementing this law and also a continued prevalence of food safety incidents, Congress continues to actively address concerns of the U. S.
food safety system. Numerous agencies share responsibility for regulating food safety; however, FSMA focused on FDA-regulated foods and
amended FDAs existing structure and authorities, in particular the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (FFDCA; 21 U. S. C. 301 et seq. ). Among its
many provisions, FSMA expanded FDAs authority to conduct a mandatory recall of contaminated food products, enhanced surveillance systems for
foodborne illness outbreaks, established preventive controls at some food processing facilities and farms, enhanced FDAs traceability capacity
within the nations food distribution channels, increased the number of FDA inspections at domestic and foreign food facilities, and expanded FDAs
authority and oversight of foreign companies that supply food imports to the United States. Since the law was signed in January 2011, FDA has been
actively engaged in developing regulations to implement FSMA. Congress will likely continue to monitor FDAs implementation of the law and provide
oversight over how some provisions are carried out and enforced, as well as FDAs coordination with other federal agencies, such as those in USDA
and...
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