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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1883 Excerpt: .France, v. 27, pp. 317-322) also considers the problematic organisms
to be plants, and even that the forms brought together as Myxomycetes exhibit so much heterogeneity that they cannot be naturally associated
together, but should be dispersed and correlated with various diverse fungi, which they most resemble in what he calls their fructification. It may be
added, in this connection, that Van Tieghem divides the Myxomycetes, as he naturally calls them, into three groups: (1) those with the Plasmodium
fused and endosporous--Myxomycetes restricted; (2) those with the Plasmodium also fused, but exosporous--Ceratiacew; and (3) those with the
plasmodium aggregated--Acrasiacecc. Some eminent zoologists (e. g., Dr. Claus) also are disposed to or actually do repudiate the organisms in
question as animals. When such authorities differ we will not presume to offer an opinion. That the characteristics of the organisms in their mature
state are those of plants, the universal consensus of botanists indicates; that the embryonic condition at least simulates or even is essentially
identical with the amoebiform animals seems to be almost equally certain. Those who knew the entities only in their adult stage would not question
their vegetable nature; those who might be acquainted with them only in their embryonic condition would as little question their animal nature,
provided that the protozoans were conceded to be animals. Apparently, therefore, they are animals in the earlier period of their existence, and
plants in the latter. The question then seems to be whether it shall be admitted...
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