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***x* Excerpt from Fears for the Future of the Republic: An Address Delivered Before the Literary Societies of Lafayette College Permit me to begin by
presenting to the members of the Washington Literary Society of Lafayette College my grateful acknowledgments for the unmerited honor they
have conferred in inviting me to this presence and this place. The orator of an occasion like this is generally selected from among the distinguished
graduates of the College. He returns once more, like a wanderer to his early home, to tread the old familiar halls, to look around on scenes
sanctified by departed joys, to feel the welcome grasp of long separated but ever faithful friends, to bask again in the smiles of those who perhaps
first taught him to aspire, and to receive the thrilling congratulations of the venerated men who sent him forth into the world crowned with their
blessings. | appear here under no such auspices. | entered your College walls for the first time to-day. No old comrades are here to welcome me. A
stranger to you all, | am sustained solely by the disinterested kindness which prompted the invitation, and | am sure the ladies and gentlemen
present will lend an indulgent ear while | proceed feebly to discharge the duty assigned me. The age in which we live, and the country we call our
own, are the most marvellous that have existed since fallen Adam looked his last on Paradise. The boldest flights of the romancer, the wildest
dreams of the poet, cannot parallel the rise and progress of this nation. There are Peers in the British Parliament who are older than this Republic.
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