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Tragedy, in Five Acts Preface. A Manuscript was communicated to me during my travels 1n Italy, which was copied from the archives of the Cenci
Palace at Rome, and contains a detailed account of the horrors which ended in the extinction of one of the no blest and richest families of that city
during the Pontificate of Clement VIII in the year 1599. The story is that an old man, having Spent his life in debauchery. And wickedness, conceived
at length an implacable hatred towards his chil dren; which showed itself towards one daughter under the form of an incestuous passion,
aggravated by every circum stance of cruelty and violence. This daughter, aCer long and vain attempts to escape from what she considered a
perpet ual contamination both of body and mind, at length plotted with her mother-in-law and brother to murder their com mon tyrant. The young
maiden who was urged to this tre mendous deed by an impulse which overpowered its horror was evidently a most gentle and amiable being, a
creature formedto adorn and be admired, and thus violently thwarted from her nature by the necessity of circumstance and opin ion. The deed was
quickly discovered, and, in spite of the most earnest prayers made to the Pope by the highest per sons in Rome, the criminals were put to death. The
old man had during his life repeatedly bought his pardon from the Pope for capital crimes of the most enormous and unspeak able kind, at the
price of a hundred thousand crowns; the death therefore of his victims can scarcely be accounted for by the love of justice. The Pope, among other
motives...
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