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General Accounting OBice, 2004 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)54760402 Subject: Ballistic missile defenses -- United States. Excerpt: . . . planned for the 2004
time frame, testing at the Arnold Engineering facility has been deferred beyond Block 2004 based on Test Bed funding constraints. In response to a
draH of this report, MDA stated that future investments and test events at this facility are subject to MDA internal management trade-oBs among the
numerous priorities associated with the whole missile defense program portfolio. DOT and E made recommendations in its August 2000 report for
improving Lethality Testing GMD lethality testing - testing aimed at assessing a kill vehicles eBectiveness in destroying a reentry vehicle. Current test
plans call for an approach whereby ground-based experiments are conducted to collect data to anchor simulations, which in turn are used to
assess lethality performance. Indeed, GMD expects to anchor such simulations from data derived from improved sled testing, which uses full-scale
targets in the newly developed Holloman Air Force Base Hypersonic Upgrade Program facility. However, there are no plans to conduct intercept
flight tests of the interceptors ability to destroy threat representative targets that fulfill the Live Fire Test and Evaluation requirements. Rather, hit
point information is collected from actual intercept tests, which, in turn, is used as input to simulations to determine whether the impact was lethal.
Another area of ground testing recommendations identified in the August LIDS 2000 DOT and E report concerned the development and use of
system-level digital simulations. During the time of the deployment readiness review, the prime contractors principal tool for assessing system
performance over a broad range of scenarios was the end-to-end digital simulation known as LIDS....
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