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9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.1in.ACer the United States and coalition forces failed to find weapons of mass destruction (WMD) stockpiled aCer Operation Iraqi
Freedom, the president charged a congressional commission with examining US intelligence capabilities regarding WMD. No great surprise, the
commission found that the intelligence community had been dead wrong in many of its prewar estimates. Air Force intelligence is part of that
intelligence community and shares responsibility for that failure. Air Force intelligence professionals play important combating-WMD roles at
combatant commands, components, national intelligence agencies, and in operational units. In this paper Lt Col Cristina M. Stone argues that the
Air Force does not adequately prepare its intelligence analysts; targeteers; intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR) operators; and unit-
level and air and space operations center (AOC) personnel with the knowledge and expertise required to fill these positions. She examines the
current status of the Air Force intelligence WMD expertise and proposes recommendations for improvement, utilizing Air Force intelligence-
distinctive capabilities (predictive analysis, targeting, ISR operators, and unit-level and AOC operations) as a framework for discussion. To get to
ground truth on the current status, the author conducted interviews with current and former WMD analysts and targeteers. Colonel Stone believes
that in the areas of predictive analysis, targeting, and unit-level and AOC operations, Air Force intelligence training courses do not currently provide
the requisite WMD expertise. The author recommends that the Air Force leverage its technical and scientific core and expert organizations across
the government to improve training for intelligence personnel requiring WMD expertise. Regarding ISR operations, she proposes that the Air Force
develop enhanced collection capabilities. This paper recommends changes to Air Force intelligence training, technical WMD expertise, collection
capabilities, and marketing...
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